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Kyle David Bennett, Ph.D. | Assistant Professor of Philosophy | Caldwell University
PH 102 Introduction to Philosophy | Format for Course

This course examines the major branches of philosophy: logic (how to think consistently and 
coherently), metaphysics (the nature of reality and how the universe is structured), epistemology 
(how we know things and can justify our beliefs), ethics (how we should behave and interact in 
light of our understanding of reality), along with other questions raised and answered by various 
thinkers and schools of thought in Western civilization. 

Required Texts: 
 Plato, The Trial and Death of Socrates (9780872205543).  
 Philosophy Reading Packet (to be supplied by me) with excerpts from the following:   
  Plato’s Republic; Seneca’s Moral Epistles; Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s Discourse on 
  the Arts and Sciences; Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s The World of Perception;    
  Hannah Arendt’s “Eichmann in Jerusalem” and Simone Weil’s “Essays”.  

Assignments: 
• Attendance. Everyone gets three (3) absences: athletic game(s), bereavement, illness, one-in-a-

lifetime concert. After three absences, there will be a 5% deduction from your final grade. 
Athletes: Please come speak to me the first week of class if you know that you will miss more 
than three classes due to games.  

• Service project (15%). Further instructions will be given the second or third week of the 
semester. 

• Biweekly reading and lecture quizzes (25%). Ten questions based on the readings and lectures. 
When they occur, they will the be the first thing we do in class, so don’t be late. Quizzes 
cannot be made up unless your absence has have been excused by me beforehand.  

• Midterm Exam (20%). The midterm exam will cover Bennett’s lectures, the Plato and Seneca 
readings, and the philosophy glossary. The midterm will be on 3/6.  

• Paper (20%): Students will be required to write a three to five page paper addressing “I used to 
think . . . now I think . . . and here’s why.” A grading rubric is appended below in this packet. A 
first draft is due 3/18. The final draft is due 4/8. No extensions will be granted after a week 
before the due date. Points deductions will be incurred for late submissions. 

• Final exam (20%): The final exam will be cumulative, so it will cover all of the lectures, 
readings, and other course material.  

• Extra credit (2%): If students compose a transcript of the course. As a class, I will give you two 
percentage points on your final grade if you record and transcribe our class lectures and 
discussion. One student will be responsible for spearheading this endeavor. I will consult this 
student to determine who participated, contributed, or assisted in the process. This student will 
print and submit the transcript to me one week before the final exam. Nominate this student by 
the second week of classes.  



Kyle David Bennett, Ph.D. | Assistant Professor of Philosophy | Caldwell University
PH 102 Introduction to Philosophy | Course Outline

1. What is wisdom and why does it matter? 

A. Philosophy as the pursuit of wisdom.  

B. Questioning the sciences.  

C. Seeing behind the arts.  

D. Wisdom as resistance to mob mentality.  

2. What is justice and where does it come from?  

A. The difference between nature and convention.  

B. Justice as fairness (Pushing Aristotle and shushing John Rawls)?  

C. Justice as harmony (Cuddling with Plato while sleeping with Nick 
Wolterstorff).  

D. The right thing in an age of “misconduct.” 

3. What is knowledge and how does one get it?  

A. Latching on to truth.  

B. The difference between knowledge and opinion.  

C. Ignorance, belief, falsity, delusion, error, and all that jazz.  

D. Getting it right in an age of “misinformation.” 

4. What is happiness and how do you reach it?  



A. “That which we desire in itself.”  

B. Setting ourselves straight: real and apparent goods, means and ends.  

C. Candidates for happiness: wealth, honor, fame, power, health, 
pleasure, and knowledge.  

D. The difference between happiness and contentment, fulfillment and 
satisfaction.  

E. The essence of happiness and how to get there:  

A. Aristotle’s eudaemonia and the need for contemplation.  

B. Epicurus’ makarios and the need for stability of pleasure.  

C. Seneca’s tranquilitas and the need for evaluative judgments.  

D. Augustine’s felicitas and the need for reordering our loves.  

E. Thomas Aquinas’ beatitudo and the need for a beatific vision.  

F. Søren Kierkegaard’s hvile and the need for finding oneself in God. 

G. Challenges and considerations.  

5. What is evil and why is it here?  
  

A. The difference between evil and adversity.  

B. Manifestations of evil:  

A. Natural: pain, sickness, injury (animal); ignorance and death 
(human), disasters (world).  

B. Moral: general wrongdoing, self-centered injustice, malicious 
harming 

C. The everydayness of evil:  



A. Power and oppression (Thinking about work with Simone Weil).  

B. Thoughtlessness and violence (Thinking about society with 
Hannah Arendt).  

C. Untangling prejudice from bias, discrimination, racism, and 
bigotry (Thinking about judgment with Hannah Arendt).  

D. Social media and digital citizenship (Thinking about virtual 
interaction with Christine Rosen) 

6. What is freedom and when do we experience it?  

A. The difference between freedom, liberty, and independence.  

B. Freedom from and freedom to—Augustine’s assist 

C. “Negative freedom” (Truth and error in Jean-Paul Sartre) 

D. Collateral damage of freedom:  

A. The problem of progress (Taking Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
seriously) 

B. The meaning of nationalism, patriotism, cosmopolitanism, and 
idealism.  



Living, naturally, is never easy. 
~ Albert Camus 

Whatever life you wear it will become you.  
~ e.e. cummings 

What place shall the philosopher occupy within the city? It will be that of a 
sculptor of human beings, and an artisan who fabricates loyal, worthy citizens. 
He will thus have no other trade than to purify himself and to purify others, so 
that everyone may live in conformity with nature, as is fitting for mankind. He 
will be the common father and pedagogue of all citizens—their reformer, their 
counselor, and their protector—offering himself to all in order to cooperate in 
the accomplishment of every good thing, rejoicing along with those who enjoy 

good fortune and offering condolences to the afflicted.  
~ Simplicius, “Commentary on the Manual of Epictetus 

Work like a peasant and think like a philosopher.  
~ Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

The philosophers have only interpreted the world . . .  
the point, however, is to change it.  

~ Karl Marx 



Kyle David Bennett, Ph.D. | Assistant Professor of Philosophy | Caldwell University
PH 102 Introduction to Philosophy | “Wisbits”

Wisdom: 

1. What is the hardest task in the world? To think. ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

2. In many respects, the best among the philosophers are useless to the 
majority. ~ Socrates

3. Schools have no more important task than to teach rigorous thinking, 
cautious judgment, and consistent inference. ~ Friedrich Nietzsche, 
“Human, All-Too-Human” 56/265. 

4. You have to pose as protectors of truth upon earth—as though “the truth” 
were such an innocuous and incompetent creature as to require protectors! 
~ Friedrich Nietzsche, “The Free Spirit,” 36. 

5. A very popular error: having the courage of one’s convictions; rather it is 
a matter of having the courage for an attack on one’s convictions! ~ 
Friedrich Nietzsche, “The Free Spirit,” 36f.3.

Justice: 

6. All armed prophets succeed and the unarmed ones come to ruin. ~ 
Niccolò Machiavelli 

7. Be your own accuser, then judge, and finally defense attorney. ~ Seneca

8. People move about as if others were not there. ~ Simone Weil 

9. My movements make the world vibrate. ~ Maurice Merleau-Ponty

10. Where all are guilty, no one is; confessions of collective guilt are the best 
possible safeguard abasing the discovery of culprits. ~ Hannah Arendt, On 
Violence

Knowledge: 

11. Always remember that thinking is not an ordinary activity, that we must 
stop in order to think. ~ Hannah Arendt



12. Just as the mother’s womb holds us for ten months not in preparation for 
itself but for the region to which we seem to be discharged when we are 
capable of drawing breath and surviving in the open, so in the span 
extending from infancy to old age we are ripening for another birth. ~  
Seneca

13. I shall be glad . . . if people make the strongest objections they can [against 
my views], for I hope that in consequence the truth will stand out all the 
better” ~ René Descartes

14. I have a metaphor . . . I call it thinking w/o a banister—in German, 
Denken ohne Geländer. That is, as you go up and down the stairs you can 
always hold on to the banister so that you don’t fall down . . . this is 
indeed what I try to do. ~ Hannah Arendt

Happiness: 

15. Most people, even in this comparatively free country, through mere 
ignorance and mistake, are so occupied with the factious cares and 
superfluously coarse labors of life that its finer fruits cannot be plucked by 
them. Their fingers, from excessively toil, are too clumsy and tremble too 
much for that. . . . The laboring one has not leisure for a true integrity day by 
day. ~ Henry David Thoreau

16. I would rather sit on a pumpkin and have it all to myself, than be crowded 
on a velvet cushion. I would rather ride on earth in an ox cart with a free 
circulation, than go to heaven in the fancy car of an excursion train and 
breathe a malaria all the way. ~ Henry David Thoreau, Walden

17. It is better for you to be free of fear lying upon a pallet, than to have a 
golden couch and a rich table and be full of trouble. ~ Epicurus 

18. No one is crushed by adverse Fortune who has not first been beguiled by 
her smile. ~ Seneca 

19. It is better to be a dissatisfied human being than a satisfied pig and better 
to be a dissatisfied Socrates than a satisfied fool. ~ John Stuart Mill

20. The whole sum of natural existence is still always an imperfect medium 
that engenders longing rather than gratification. ~ Søren Kierkegaard

21. There is only one way to happiness and that is to cease worrying about 
things which are beyond the power of our will ~ Epictetus, Handbook



Evil: 

22. The sinner who knows what he is doing is more righteous than the 
involuntary one. ~ Xenophon, Memorabilia. 4.2.19f

23. Do not do anything in life that might make you afraid of your neighbor’s 
noticing it. ~ Epicurus 

24. The trouble with Adolf Eichmann was precisely that so many were like 
him, and that the many were neither perverted nor sadistic, but they were, 
and still are, terribly and terrifyingly normal. ~ Hannah Arendt, Eichmann 
in Jerusalem

25.  Eichmann was not stupid. It was sheer thoughtlessness—something by no 
means identical with stupidity—that predisposed him to become one of 
the greatest criminals of that period . . . That such remoteness from reality 
and such thoughtlessness can wreak more havoc than all the evil instincts 
taken together which, perhaps, are inherent in a human being—that was, 
in fact, the lesson one could learn in Jerusalem. ~ Hannah Arendt, 
Eichmann in Jerusalem

Freedom: 

26. Montesquieu believes the sign of a free nation is people making any use at 
all of their reason (raissoner) whether they do it well or badly. Thinking is 
enough to bring about freedom. Domination is put in jeopardy as soon as 
people begin to reason. ~ Hannah Arendt 

27. The problem of the tradition philosophical concept of freedom that has 
infiltrated politics is the equation of freedom with sovereignty. ~ Hannah 
Arendt 

28. Where everyone does the same, nobody acts in freedom, even when 
nobody is directly coerced or compelled. ~ Hannah Arendt

29. Courage is required in politics because the primary care is never for life 
itself, but always for the world, which will outlast all of us, in one form or 
another. ~ Hannah Arendt

30. We misunderstand totalitarianism if we think of it as the total 
politicization of life through which freedom is destroyed. The exact 



opposite is the case: we are dealing with the abandonment of politics. ~ 
Hannah Arendt

31. Other dogs bite their enemies, but I bite my friends, so as to save them. ~  
Diogenes


