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Premise: The reasons or evidence for the truth of the conclusion.  

Conclusion: What you are trying to prove.  

Induction: Reasons from particular premises (e.g., “I am mortal and so are 
you”) to more general or universal conclusions (e.g., we’re all mortal”). 

Deduction: Reasons from a general or universal premise (e.g., “Human beings 
are mortal”) to a particular conclusion (e.g., “I am mortal”).  

Term: A subject or predicate of a proposition (e.g., “mortal”). Terms are either 
clear or unclear.  

Proposition: A declarative statement (e.g., “Human beings are mortal”) 
involving a subject (e.g., human being) and a predicate (e.g., mortal). 
Propositions are either true or false.  

Argument: Made up of several propositions, involving a premise or premises 
and a conclusion. Arguments are either valid (i.e., the conclusion necessarily 
follows from the premise(s)) (e.g., “Human beings are mortal, and I’m a 
human being, therefore, I’m mortal”) or invalid (i.e., the conclusion does not 
necessarily follow from the premise(s), even if the premise(s) are true.) (e.g., 
“Human beings are mortal, and so are turtles, therefore, turtles are human 
beings”).   

Truth: That which corresponds to reality. It’s opposite: falsity.  

Apprehension: An act of the mind in which one understands an object of 
thought or a concept (e.g., “mortal” or “circle”).  

Judgment: An act of the mind in which one relates two concepts to one 
another (e.g., “human beings are not circles”).  

Reason: An act of the mind in which one moves from two or more judgments 
(i.e., premises or assumptions) to another (i.e., a conclusion) (e.g., “Human 
beings are mortals, and I am a human being, therefore, I am mortal”).  

Subject: That which is being discussed.  



Predicate: What you’re saying about the subject.  

Concept: How we understand a given thing or reality. A concept has five 
characteristics: it’s immaterial, abstract, universal, necessary, and unchanging. 
It is in our minds (immaterial); it captures the essential, leaving aside the 
accidental (abstract); it applies to all particulars or examples (universal); it 
grasps what’s needed of the thing (necessary), and it never changes 
(unchanging) (e.g., By “tree” I have an idea or image in my head (immaterial) 
of a plant (abstract) that has a stem or trunk (universal) and leaves (necessary). 
And every time I think “tree,” I understand this (unchanging).). 

Property: A characteristic of a subject that is not the essence of something but 
flows from the essence and thereby is always present with it (e.g., “able to 
speak,” “able to laugh,” and “mortal” are properties of a human being).  

Accident: Any characteristic of a subject that is not essential and therefore can 
be present or absent and it make no difference to the essence of the subject 
(e.g., “hairy,” “bald,” or “American” are accidental to “human being.”)  

Contradiction: Two propositions in opposition to one another (e.g., “I was in 
the house, but I wasn’t in the house.”)  

Tautology: A proposition that is necessarily true and doesn’t need to be proved 
because it is self-evident (e.g., “Human beings are rational.”).  

Law of noncontradiction: A proposition cannot be both true and false. Or, put 
differently, nothing can both be and not be at the same time (e.g., a tree cannot 
be at the same time taller than a cat and not taller than a cat.).  

Principle of sufficient reason: Everything that exists has a reason for 
sufficiently explaining why it exists and why it is what it is and not something 
else.  

Sufficient cause: A cause with which the effect must happen (e.g., hurricanes 
are sufficient to cause beach erosion [even though they are not the only 
possible cause(s] of beach erosion). We infer the effect (i.e., beach erosion) 
from the cause (i.e., future hurricanes).  

Necessary cause: A cause without which the effect cannot happen (e.g., feet 
are necessary to cause footprints in the snow [although, this conclusion would 
only be probable, not certain, because footprints could also be made 
artificially, like with a device of some sort]. We infer the cause (i.e., feet) from 
the effect (i.e., footprints). 


